
Everything you need to know about the new EWS1 forms 
 
What is an EWS1 form? 

The EWS1 form was created by the Royal Institute for Chartered Surveyors (RICS), UK Finance and 
The Building Societies Association. It is intended for recording in a consistent manner what 
assessment has been carried out for the external wall construction of residential apartment 
buildings where the highest floor is 18m or more above ground level or where specific concerns 
exist. It should not be used for other purposes. It is to be completed by a competent person with the 
levels of expertise as described below.  
 
Where is an EWS1 applicable? 

The EWS1 form currently applies to individual residential buildings where the highest floor is 18.0m 
or more above ground level. 
 
Who undertakes the EWS1 assessment? 

The level of expertise needed to undertake an EWS1 assessment varies depending on the type of 
façade being assessed and what ‘Option’ it falls under within the EWS1 Assessment. 
For Option A, the signatory should be a member of a relevant professional body within the 
construction industry with expertise to identify the relevant materials within the external wall and 
attachments and whether fire resisting cavity barriers and fire stopping have been installed 
correctly. However, this would not necessarily include the need for expertise in fire engineering. 
 
For Option B the signatory would need expertise in the assessment of the fire risk presented by 
external wall materials and should be a member of a relevant professional body that deals with fire 
safety in the built environment. This could be a Chartered Engineer with the Institution of Fire 
Engineers or equivalent. 
In every instance the person undertaking the EWS1 assessments at GWQ will be suitably qualified to 
meet the requirement for both an Option A and Option B assessment. 
 
Who gets benefit? 

An EWS1 Form will be provided to each owner of a property within an apartment block. An 
individual EWS1 form will be issued for each postcode within the block, however individual EWS1 
forms for each property within that block are not necessary. 
 
How is the assessment conducted? 

A suitably qualified and competent professional will attend the development at regular intervals, 
inspecting both the works undertaken and the records kept to determine whether the facades after 
upgrading works are completed comply with the requirements to enable an EWS1 form to be issued. 
 
Why is an EWS1 required? 

The EWS1 certification is the industry standard method for demonstrating to interested parties such 
as mortgage lenders and insurers that the external facades have been assessed by a suitably 
qualified person and to record the findings of that assessment. 
 
 


