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Minutes from the September 2016 Wornington Green RSG Public Residents’ Meeting  

Thursday 29th September 2016, 6.15pm to 8.00pm at the Venture Centre, Wornington Road W10 
 

At the September Residents’ Meeting we had a presentation by Ruche Peng, Catalyst 

Regeneration Manager 

 

Thanks to all the speakers and all the residents (15 of you) for attending this Residents’ Meeting. Apologies for the delay in starting the 

meeting. 

The meeting was chaired by Karina Skinner, Chair of the RSG, and the minutes were taken by Hope Blandamer. 

Officers attending: Ruche Peng (Catalyst), Patricia Poorman (Catalyst) and Scarlett Bryne (Catalyst). 

 

The Issues: 

This is what we talked about 

This is what was 

decided.   

1. Welcome and introductions  

Karina welcomed everyone to the meeting. Introduced herself, and then asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves. 

Karina ran through the agenda for the evening. 

 

 

2. Matters arising  
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Hope ran through the minutes from the May public meeting, using an update sent from Sue Hannah on 29th September: 

 

4.1. Sue to find out more information about the impact of the demolition on Pepler House’s electricity supply - Erith will develop 

detailed demolition plans – and they will need to ensure that services are maintained to 1 – 64 Pepler House. The electricity 

supply cannot be cut off. Once we have detailed plans we will share with residents, and if any temporary loss of supply is 

needed we’ll let people know (this for instance happened when we demolished Telford House – we had to give residents 

advance notice that they would be without gas supply for one day – while services were diverted). 

 

4.2.  Karina to invite Sue to an RSG meeting to discuss the carnival further - – I did a walkabout with RSG members before 

carnival – and they updated the RSG. Catalyst had guards and fencing in place during carnival – to minimise the negative 

impact – but we can’t stop it. As with every year – we’re reviewing feedback and how we can improve for next year. There 

were issues during carnival in north Kensington and we’ve shared CCTV footage with the police to assist with their 

investigations. The RSG members told me that most of the surrounding roads and estates are blocked off during carnival. I 

have requested that Wornington Green and the new development are treated as ‘safe zones’ for carnival in future. The 

police have advised that they are completing debriefs for 2016 and will start planning fully for 2017 in December – and 

they’ll get back in touch then to discuss further. 

 

4.3.  Sue to inspect cleanliness of Murchison House with Jeff - I’ve done outreach in the block to get feedback from residents. I’ve 

done a walkabout with the Environmental Services Operations Manager and Team Leader to look at standards and identify 

where more action is needed. 

 

4.4.  Karina to invite the new demolition contractor to a RSG meeting to discuss demolition method statement – ongoing action. 
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4.5.  Sue to look into the pigeons in Pepler House roof problem - this was raised with our pest control contractor – but we’ll also 

need to look at this as part of the demolition contract – i.e. to ensure that the end of Pepler is closed off once demolished 

so that pigeons can’t get into the roof. 

 

4.6.  Sue to look into reusing the Pepler House commemorative plaque - we’ll need to discuss this with Erith – our demolition 

contractor. 

 

4.7.  Hope to try and find presentation from this meeting [Block 4 design meeting] and send to Sally - conversations with Sally 

about designs are ongoing. 

Lesley asked that the minutes be stapled together the correct way around for the next meeting. 

3.  Catalyst volunteer training – Karina Skinner  

Karina briefed everyone about a volunteering session that she has arranged with Anne-Marie, the Volunteer Coordinator & 

Administration Officer for Catalyst Gateway. This session will cover topics such as DBS checks, working with vulnerable residents, 

etc. Karina invited everyone to attend the session on October 20th, 6-8pm at Portobello Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

4. Update on the regeneration – Ruche Peng  

Karina handed over to Ruche for his presentation. 

 

Firstly, Ruche showed everyone a short film about the history of the area and the design of the new estate. You can see 

the film here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86kLFwrUR9Y 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86kLFwrUR9Y
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Ruche showed the masterplan map and explained what Phase 2 is comprised of. 

 

Phase 1 

 For the first social rented homes Catalyst expect residents to move into their new homes in November. 

 Showed the entrance for the private core on Faraday Road – Catalyst expect people will be moving in in 

November/December. 

 Core H will have 12 social rented properties and 12 private properties, and Ruche demonstrated where the two entrances 

to this Core will be on the map. Catalyst expect people to move into these properties in January 2017. 

 Inspections of the properties are advanced. 

 The townhouses on Bonchurch Road will likely be ready in the new year, perhaps 2 will be ready in December. 

 Anticipate that Phase 1 will be completed by the end of March 2017. 

 The retail/commercial spaces along Portobello Road are going to be kept by Catalyst. They are likely to be used as a 

marketing suite/show home, and maybe also an office for the regeneration project team – this would create a focal point 

for the project, and provide consistency of access to the team for residents, which have both been missing so far. 

Phase 1 roads 

 The extension of the high street up Portobello Road, with the new shop fronts, is already having a positive impact on the 

existing shops. 

 Portobello Road will be connected to Ladbroke Grove for traffic by the end of the regeneration. Reintegration of the 

roads/streets is important. 

 Roads in Phase 1: responsibility of Ardmore and council to bring them up to standard, then the council will take ownership. 

Ardmore and the council will be working on the roads in about 6 weeks’ time (mid-November), e.g. resurfacing Bonchurch 

Road and removing the chains. A 12-month liability period will be in place.  

 Ruche explained more about the adoptive works: Ardmore paid the council to do some of the works, and this will 

commence in the next few months. 
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 Until the new community facility is in place, the top end [Wornington Road end] of Faraday Road will remain as it is, a 

‘temporary’ road. The bottom end [Portobello Road end] will be wider. 

 Expecting to have a barrier on Faraday Road to manage traffic including the traffic of people moving in to Block 2. Need to 

ensure control over road access. 

 Lots of activity/disruption to come on the roads (around Phase 1 area). 

 The underground car park entrance will have to close for a day. 

 There will be new street furniture, including trees and street lights. 

 The ‘general life programme’ will be shared with residents. 

Venture Centre 

 A new community facility will be re-provided (shown on map) in Phase 3. 

 Ruche reminded everyone of the council consultation about the community facility on Wornington Green and urged 

everyone to have their say. 

 The new community facility may be subject to Reserve Matters – this means the council can choose to increase the height 

of the building from the current two storeys to up to four storeys. This is because the council own the Venture Centre 

building and the land it’s on. 

 There is no design yet for the new building, and no architect appointed. 

 Catalyst want to support the Venture Community Association to secure the new community facility, but it is not guaranteed 

they will be in the new community building. 

 The new community building could help Catalyst with other aspects of regeneration: social and economic. They want to see 

this building used well. Want to broaden horizons about what is possible within the facility, e.g. could see the RSG have a 

room within it. 

 Catalyst is organising a bus tour with the council and Venture Centre on October 28th to view other community facilities in 

London. Residents are invited to this.  

Phase 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruche to ensure 

residents get access 

to the ‘general life 

programme’. 
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 A demolition contractor has been appointed: Erith. 

 Showed CGIs of Block 6 and Block 4. 

 Different architects than for Phase 1 were used for Phase 2: Conran and Partner. 

 There is a strategy to demolish the buildings. Council are stringent on traffic movements during demolition. 

 A permanent road will be but in where Wells and Murchison Houses currently in. In the meantime, there will be a 

temporary road which goes down from Wornington Road past the Venture Centre and will join to Portobello Road. 

 The temporary road will have hoarding all the way along. There will be no pedestrian access. It will be gated to ensure 

safety and control of traffic. The path next to the Venture Centre will remain. 

 Active frontage in the plans for the park means the temporary road turns away from the park slightly to join Faraday Road 

before the junction with Portobello Road. 

 There will also be traffic marshals throughout the demolition. 

 There will be 4 crossing points will marshals. 

 Controls will be in place regardless of amount of traffic. 

 This will be the most disruptive element of the whole regeneration due to factors like the narrow road, the railway. 

 Catalyst will be managing as best as possible for the residents around there. 

 Demolition has been held up by the Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP), which the council have yet to approve 

because they wanted more detail on the crossing points. 

 After approval of the CTMP, there will be a lead in period before demolition starts. 

 Started the tendering process for the construction firm:  2 resident representatives are involved. Catalyst want to carry on 

with this process and learn lessons from it. They have used the Notting Hill Framework, and there is now a shortlist of 3 

firms. Next stage is the tender documents will be returned, then a presentation and a further scoring process. 

Intense communication 

 The amount of work going on in Phase 2 means there needs to be more communication done and more information 

available. Catalyst want to work with the RSG and all residents to ensure people are happy with the information available. 

 The types of communication Catalyst are thinking of using include: 
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o Noticeboards 

o Chalkboards 

o Here and Now website 

o Drop-in sessions 

o Newsletters 

o Outreach 

o Possible digital updates 

Other suggestions are welcome. 

Phase 3 

 Haven’t started looking at Phase 3 in detail as yet, planning it likely to start next year. It is a long process. Residents will be 

involved as before, e.g. on design committees. The process will be the same: submit planning, then a tender process etc. 

Residents’ Questions 

 Lesley said about how she recently got Catalyst’s annual report, and there were pictures within it of 5 new buildings which 

all showed washing on peoples’ balconies. Either everyone needs to obey the rules or the rules need to be changed on 

Wornington Green in the interest of fairness. Ruche replied that Wornington Green is a leader in neighbourhood rules, 

things are currently laxer in other places but they should be following the example here. 

 Lesley asked in reference to demolition of Pepler and Edward Kennedy: has all the asbestos been taken out? Ruche replied 

that not all the asbestos has been taken out yet. Asbestos surveys are being done to get accurate reports and get value for 

money from demolition contractor. Karina added that there are different types and levels of asbestos. Ruche reassured that 

all asbestos would be removed safely. 

 Lesley asked will the RSG always have a residents’ room? Ruche said they’ve provided Portobello Hall until Phase 3, which 

will be for 3 years at least. After that they will look for a new home for the RSG, preferably in the new community centre. 

We would like to see the committee get the best possible permanent space. There is a commitment to re-provide the 

residents’ room. 
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 Danella asked if Ardmore will come back to fix defects in Block 2? Ruche replied that there is a Defect Liability Period. There 

is no reason to believe that Ardmore won’t do this work. 

 Julie asked about the current hoarding in the park having no lighting that is working. There is only 1 working streetlight. 

Ruche said he would look into the lights along the hoarding that are not working. Explained how when the temporary road 

is made, there will be additional lights put in along the pedestrian path to Watts House. Karina then asked who would have 

responsibility for that lighting? Ruche said it would be Catalyst. 

 Julie asked if there would be any compensation available to residents in existing blocks while the construction takes place? 

Ruche said there is nothing set up at the moment but Catalyst and the RSG could have conversations about this. 

 Julie said that Catalyst policy on pest control is that it only applies to communal areas. But building works create more pests 

so this is unfair on residents. Ruche said he was not aware of this policy. Catalyst dealt with pest problems in Phase 1 in 

both flats and communal areas. Patricia confirmed that Julie is right about the policy but she is unsure how this has been 

communicated to residents. Ruche said he would investigate if there was any dispensation to relax this policy on 

Wornington Green, Julie asked that this information be shared asap. 

 Sally asked, given the delay to the CTMP, what is the impact of this on Block 4 – is it still due to be completed in 2019? 

Ruche replied that they are still on the timescales to have Block 4 completed by 2018/2019. So far there has been about a 6-

month impact. Sally asked for confirmation that it’s still 2 years away? Ruche said yes, or they may be able to speed things 

up after conversations with the construction firm. 

 Stephanie asked about the underground parking: where is it and who has access? Ruche said the car park is for private 

residents only because they are not entitled to an RBKC parking permit. 

 Stephanie also asked how they get access to packing boxes for moving? Patricia replied that Jonathan will do a move plan 

with her and the removal company will deliver boxes nearer the time she will be moving. 

 

 

 

Ruche to look into 

lights along the 

hoarding not 

working. 

 

 

 

 

Ruche to find out 

about relaxing the 

pest control policy 

asap. 

6. Round up and AOB  

Karina asked if anyone had any other business. 

Lesley asked if Catalyst will stick to the new noise regulations, i.e. that they can’t work on Saturdays and Sundays. Ruche said yes. 
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Naima asked if there will be a dust cover on the buildings during demolition? Ruche explained there will be hoarding a monoflex 

sheets like on Block 2 at the moment. 

 

Ruche said Catalyst are planning a bumper edition of Here and Now with all these plans, and this can be used for NewmanFrancis 

outreach. 

 

Hope asked for a show of hands of who uses social media: 5 hands raised. 

 

Patricia said that she is organising a launch event in November for residents to view the ‘Remaking the Street’ exhibition which was 

on display on at the Design Centre over the summer, and to promote the activities that takes place at Portobello Hall. 

 

Karina thanked everyone for coming, and reminded everyone that the next meeting is on 24th November. 

 

Meeting closed at 8:00pm. 

Date of next public meeting: Thursday 29th September 2016, 6pm – 8pm.  

 

The RSG Public Residents' Meetings are organised by the NewmanFrancis Independent Tenant Advice Service and supported by the 

Wornington Green Resident Steering Group.   
 

The meetings help keep residents informed about what is happening with the regeneration and are open to all residents living on 

Wornington Green.  Tell your friends and neighbours! 
 

For more information about the work of the Independent Tenant Advice Service and how to get involved contact us on: 
 

Freephone: 0800 644 6040 or 020 8536 1436   

Mekor Newman, ITA Project Manager mekor@newmanfrancis.org    

mailto:mekor@newmanfrancis.org
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Hope Blandamer, ITA Project Worker hope@newmanfrancis.org 

Howard Mendick, ITA Project Worker howard@newmanfrancis.org  

worningtongreen@newmanfrancis.org 

 

mailto:hope@newmanfrancis.org

